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BUILD YOUR OWN  
CARIBOU HUT  
 
 

Step-by-step instructions on  

how you can build your own  

Caribou Hut in a single weekend.  



 
 

CARIBOU HUT  

 

BUILD YOUR OWN CARIBOU HUT  
 EASY AS 1-2-3  

 
1. FLOOR . . . ............................................................................. . 1 

Foundation  

Pre-cut joists on 24” centers  

Engineered floor system  

Minimal cutting and waste  

2. WALLS  . . . ................................................................. ..2 
Start in Corner  

Tip into place  
Pre-assembled doors and windows  

Clamps and brace hold in place for easy nailing  

3. ROOF. . . ..................................................................... .6 
Heavy Duty engineered trusses  

Truss stabilizers for fast, accurate layout  

Roof sized for stock metal sheets or shingles 

Maximum size with minimal waste  

 

Fast!  Building shell done in a weekend,  

 ready for your choice of finishes.  

Portable!  Most components weigh less than  

 100lbs and can be handled easily by two  

 people.  The 16x20 kit pieces can be  

 transported without heavy equipment  

Flexible! You choose how big or small to  

 build.  Substitute window, door, or wall  

 panels to suit your personal design.  
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GAME TRAIL  

FOLLOW THE GAME TRAIL TO YOUR CARIBOU HUT.  USE THE TIPS AND PICTURES AS 
YOUR GUIDE TO ASSEMBLE THE COMPONENTS OF YOUR SHED OR CABIN.  

 
THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR BUILDING IS GETTING A SQUARE,  
 LEVEL, AND PLUMB FOUNDATION UNDER YOUR HUT!  

 
 
Whether you use timbers, block, or I-beams, a good  
foundation determines whether the project will be easy or 
difficult.  The panels cover the floor joists and extend a little 
below them.  You will have to trim panels if the foundation is 
larger than your kit.  

Pier blocks with adjustable saddles helped level the three 20’ 
pressure treated 4x8’s we used for these pictures.  

The 16x20 diagonal measurements are about 306”, this may 
vary slightly but both diagonals must be even.  

Floor Joists are pre-cut to 15’-9 ¾” so the rims make an even 16’ 
wide cabin and are laid out on 24” centers.  

Double check measurement of the Rim Joist, trim if 
necessary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attach the Rim board to the floor joist in the corner using 2 ½” screws, if using  
nails, use an 8D.  Lay first full sheet in corner, groove edge flush and to the  
outside.  
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Use a block to help protect the tongue when setting subsequent  
panels.  

The last course of  
Underlayment will need  
to have the tongue edge  
ripped down to be flush with  
the outside edge of the rim  
board.  

Snap guide lines 5 ½” from  
the outside. You may also  

want to mark on the  floor which panels (W,D,F) you want to go  
where.  That’s a big help if your crew is really fast at putting up  
panels.  

If you’re using the Grooved T1-11 panels, the  
shipping protection for the lap edge must be  
removed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wall Panels:  
The door panels have a shipping block that must be 
removed prior to using the panel.  
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Start with a left L corner panel flush to the outside of the 
wall and line it up.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level and brace- This is a very important step, it makes all the rest 
easy if it’s plumb and level.  

Pin the bottom plate.  

Move a right corner panel R into place and clamp at bottom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clamp at the top and check your  
Snapped lines to be sure panel is flush  
against the outside of the joists.  
 

Nail the two panels together and pin the bottom plate.  
Add another panel.  If possible have someone check to be sure the grooves are lining up before you nail the 
panels together.  
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When using the Grooved T1-11 panels, you need to tuck the edge under the 
previous panel.  That edge isn’t nailed to make it easier.  

Don’t nail the seam off yet.  That happens after the top plate is in place.  

Slide the next panel over and tip in place.  Repeat the process as outlined 
until you reach the next corner.  
Clamp at top and bottom.  

Attach another brace to the wall and check plumb.  

Nail the two panels together and pin the bottom plate.  
Attach an L panel at the corner, check to be sure everything is still flush 
and level.  

Continue around with a Right Corner panel.  
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It is possible to work from either or both ends now, but finish in a corner.  When attaching the last two panels  
 together, do not pin the bottom plates.  The fit is very  

Tight  and you’ll need a little wiggle room (or a big  
hammer)to slide the panels together.  Once they’re in 
place, clamp and nail together as before  

Very Top Plate of Wall:  
The very top plate aligns and ties the panels together.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure it laps over the corner  
panel’s seams.  

 
 
 

Starting in one corner, measure the distance to the next  
corner, minus the width  
of the next plate.  Using a  
block of the same material  
helps because the plate  
material may not match  
the panel plate exactly.  
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Clamp at 3 joints.  Use a filler block to protect the 
grooved panels and help pull joint together evenly. Nail 
Very top plate together at studs.  

Proceed around the walls until Very Top Plate is nailed all the 
way around.  

Now you can nail off the seams of your Grooved panels  
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TRUSSES AND GABLE ENDS:  
To prevent the first truss from falling off the gable end, fasten a 
couple of keepers sticking up from the gable end wall.  Add a 
7/16” spacer (the edge protectors from the grooved panels works 
well) to account for the sheathing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trusses are spaced 24” on center.  The  
Simpson truss spacer-bracer TSB2-24 sets  
on one truss and captures the next; we used 
one on each side of the peak about half way 
down, and one on the bottom cord in the 
center.  Once attached, they remain in place; you 
sheet right over them.  

You can add more TSB2-24’s for added  
stability.  
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You can also use the 2x4 wall bracing which is no longer needed.  

Attach Simpson H2.5 ties at the wall plates as shown.  

Use 4 evenly spaced Simpson A34 angles on each gable end truss.  

 
 

Nail up the ply edge;  
you can cut to length or 
overlap.  

Measure and cut  
the  first gable end sheet as shown being careful to line up the  
grooves if you’re using the grooved T1-11.  Note the sheets don’t go all 
the way to the end of the truss.  You can fill those areas in with smaller 
cut pieces after the main portion is done.  

If you are going to be using a Gable End Vent for ventilation, mark 
your cuts from the outside under the peak where you want it to go.  
Caulk the vent in place.  

Roof panels run 8” beyond the truss.  Subtract ½” for sheathing, then subtract the thickness of your chosen 
Facia, and cut your blocks to length.  
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Example: 8”- ½” (siding) - 1” (OSB Smart Trim in our photos) = 6-1/2”  
blocks.  

Place as many as you’d like along the Gable end but at least one at the top 
and one down towards the eave is minimum.  

 

EAVE and FACIA:  
Start your eave three trusses in from the gable.  Measure from the center of 
that truss to the end of your gable end blocks, see above.  

Measure from the center of that truss out the other way to 
finish the eave run in the same fashion.  

Your eave and Fascia should line up.  

Measure from the outside of the eave to the center of the 
peak, the Fascia cut should be 23 degrees.  
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ROOF SHEATHING:  
Measure from the centerline of the third truss in from the end to the outside of your fascia; cut a sheet of 
OSB to that length.  

Bring the factory edge of OSB even with the centerline of the third truss in from the end.  The eave will help 
hold it up on the roof.  It doesn’t have to go to the edge of the eave.  

Mark the distance to the Fascia and cut your sheet to length.  If you use Smart trim for your Fascia, attach 
with screws rather than nails, they hold better.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Run full sheets past the opposite Fascia; mark and cut the last one   
flush.  Stagger the sheathing joints on the next run. Rip a sheet 
into 2’ x 8’ pieces to finish the last run at the peak. Repeat on the 
other side.  

Apply flashing appropriate for your roofing choice.  Follow by  
felt paper or equivalent substitute. Make sure to lap joints.  
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SOFFIT:  
Start at one end and cut the 1x2 to make a stop at the gable end truss. We used 1x8 and 1x6 tongue 
and groove with the grooves facing each other. You may have to rip the tongue off of one to make the  
fit right. Check your measurements. Then we slid the Continuous Soffit Vent “CSV” in the grooves. You 
can seal with caulk or just pin into place. Finish with another 1x2.  
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